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ASMAT TRADITIONAL COUNCIL (LMAA)
TRADITIONAL LOCAL COUNCILS (FARs)

FAR-JOIRAT/EMARI DUCUR - FAR-BISMAM - FAR-KEENOK - FAR-SIMAI -

FAR-BECEMBUB - FAR-SAFAN

STATEMENT LETTER

With this letter, we truthfully acknowledge the help from SEACOLOGY through Indo-
Pacific Conservation Alliance (IPCA) from four (4) YAMAHA 40 HP outboard motors
that were received by FAR-Joirat, FAR-Bismam, FAR-Simai, and FAR-Safan in June

2006.

The motors in question were received from LMAA (specifically from the Bupati who is [?

terebut] also Chairman of LMAA). We are using the motors as important tools for
carrying out tasks/duties of assisting the desires of traditional communities that we

represent. Included in these activities are the following:

FAR-JOIRAT

Carrying out socialization [Indonesian: sosialisasi, i.e. providing instruction,
education, discussion] about mapping traditional areas, the importance of adat
(customary law) and communities’ customary usufruct rights along with
organizing about protection of the environment (nature conservation) as the basis
for sustainable development, and for adat groups towards all traditional
communities in each village (Jufri, Jaun, Yamas, Yeni, As, Atat, Kapi, Ou,
Esmapan, Erogo, Yakapis, Yaktok, Ipam, Woro, Wumin, Wapu, Nakai) that are in
the FAR-Joirat and Emari Ducur region.

In the journeys taken [using the motors, it is always an opportunity to] guard
marine and river areas (that are inside the Lorentz Park area) so that the
protected area cannot be encroached upon by anyone except adat communities
from FAR-Joirat and Emari Ducur.

Since 2002 there have been 13 cases of commercial [fishing] ships that have
illegally entered our area aiming to catch fish from the Lorentz area. These cases
of theft were handled by the FAR and were facilitated by the outboard motors
since 2006.

In 2005-2006 there were ships and longboats from Timika that caught mudcrabs
and fish without permission from the FAR or communities. From now on, when
ships such as these enter [our area] FAR-Joirat can prohibit them and seize their
equipment.

Finally, with the existence of these outboard motors, since October 2006 to the
present we have been able to carry out a program that has successfully and



demonstrably been able to prevent [outside] ships entering illegally and stealing
[fish, crabs, etc.].

FAR-SIMAI

Before we received the motors, it was very difficult to reach villages in the
furthest areas of Simai. After we received the outboard motors, we were able to
travel to those villages. We visited villages in order to inform/instruct/educate
[sosialisasi] about traditional (adat) rights and the delineation of the boundaries of
Simai communities.

Garden and river boundaries [between village areas] were clarified in order that
they may not be entered by people other than the owners, because they
[encroachers] can destroy adat and the natural environment. These boundaries
were also confirmed in marine areas of the large Siretsj River [Eilanden River,
one of the largest rivers/estuarine areas in Asmat] so that it can be guarded
against outsiders [i.e. commercial operators] entering the region. The mouth of
the Siretsj River is a very rich fishery and very important for the life/subsistence
of village communities. Up to now, there are not yet any cases of [outside] ships
entering our area.

FAR-BISMAM

Before there were motors there was a [major] obstacle preventing sosialisasi
visits to the villages in Bismam. This was because it was very difficult to reach
regions where we work on the coast between the Epet and Siretsj Rivers so that
they can be guarded against outsiders entering the area. It was not until after we
received the motors that we were able to reach the entire area.

At the end of each month (fourth week) FAR-Bismam patrols from village to
village, the journey passing [? luaf] the various parts of the Bismam area.

Before receiving the motors, there were many cases of outside commercial ships
entering the Bismam region and sealing marine products. Only two of these ships
were intercepted. Now that we have the outboard motors, although there haven't
yet been any cases facing FAR-Bismam, but the front [coastal] area will be
guarded now that we can reach all the areas. This is the desire/plan of FAR-
Bismam going forward.

FAR-SAFAN

Before there were motors it was very difficult to do anything whenever a ship
entered FAR-Safan areas, because the [long distance to Safan and the resulting]
difficulty of transportation made a joke of [the idea] of permission being given to
[outside] ships, so [therefore] it was so important to receive sea transportation
equipment.

Whenever there is sosialisasi about important adat events, at the same time [the
motors allow us to examine] the condition of marine areas under FAR
supervision. At present in FAR-Safan, Semendoro village in particular is often
visited by ships from P.T. Wanam [a large, somewhat notorious commercial
fishing factory based in Pulau Dolok (Pulau Kimaam to the south of Asmat)]. P.T.
Wanam arranges for permission from the Village Head [i.e. government-



appointed village Head] without the knowledge [or approval] of the Village Adat
Leader [i.e. traditional Head]. This issue was raised in sosialisasi meetings in the
southern [furthest] villages of FAR-Safan, and will be further acted on in the
coming months by the adat groups of FAR-Safan so as to protect the marine
resources in our area. Without these motors [provided by Seacology/IPCA],
issues like this would be difficult to uncover [discover and/or address].

e Help from the government (consisting of nets and facilities for fishermen from the
same place) are often monopolized by the Village Head (who is on the
government side) [i.e. picked by the government]. However, there was already
sosialisasi (for over 3 weeks) throughout the FAR-Safan region by FAR staff
using the motors and the FAR longboat. This was to [try to] resolve this problem
and give help to the [affected fishermen] groups to provide benefits for the
communities in general [who rely on fish for subsistence].

SUMMARY

Because of use of the longboat and motors, [the FARs ability to] guard the marine
region have been getting stronger in dealing with these issues of protecting the waters
in each FAR area. Because the results of the FARs activities, the Asmat Regency
Government [is very supportive of our efforts and] plans to obtain a Speed Boat with a
powerful engine that can thoroughly monitor the waters of the Asmat Regency area, and
particularly the Lorentz conservation region.

Thus, with this Statement Letter and Report that we prepared in good faith and in
truthfulness, we thank you for your attention and support.

Paulinus Ee Yakobus Kopakci

Head of FAR-Joirat/Emari Ducur Head of FAR-Bismam
[Note: as Yakobus Kopakci was ill, we were
uncertain whether he would be able to sign,
and so Soter Syuru was originally to sign in
care of Mr. Kopakci; however, we were able to
obtain Mr. Kopakci’s signature, which appears
on the original letter.]

Primus Akum Martinus Akai
Head of FAR-Simai Head of FAR-SAFAN
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